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where He had placed them. (3) Luther will always remain as an exam- 
ple and inspiration, as the greatest of modern men, who counted all things 
but loss, and dared death itself for the cross and the truth. ' ' Here I stand ! 
I can do no otherwise ! God help me !" And he, being dead, yet speaketh. 

John Alfred Faulkner. 
Draw Theological Seminary, 
Madison, N. J. 



RECENT LITERATURE IN CHURCH HISTORY 

GENERAL AND ANCIENT CHURCH HISTORY 

Dr. Schubert 1 has produced an animated and valuable general survey 
of church history from the beginning to the present time. He is altogether 
optimistic as to the future of the faith. For example: The result of the 
"missionary century" is twelve millions of conversions from heathenism, 
and in the last quarter of this century many more conversions took place 
than in the first three-quarters taken together. 

Pope Leo XIII conceived the idea of a universal ecclesiastical history 
which should embody the results of the latest critical researches. Of this 
great work eight volumes have already appeared, some of which have passed 
through four or five editions, and fifteen or more volumes are now in prepar- 
ation. Each subject is assigned to an historical scholar of recognized 
ability, and the treatment of each subject is complete in itself. We notice 
here the volumes devoted to Africa and the Persian Empire. The former 
covers the period from the beginning of the third century to the middle of 
the seventh, and describes the origin, growth, decline, and fall of the 
church in Africa. 2 Its most interesting chapters are on Tertullian, 
Cyprian, Donatism, Augustine, the Vandals, and Justinian. 

With Christianity in the Persian Empire 3 under the dynasty of the 
Sassanides (224-632) Christian readers, whether Protestant or Catholic, 
are less familiar. In the main it is the history of the Nestorian heresy in 
the time and place of its greatest triumph. For his information the author 
has gone to the sources — a task of extreme difficulty, since these are written 
in the Syriac language, the official language of the church of Persia, and 
since many of these source- texts, moreover, have never to this day been 

1 Grundziige der Kirchengeschickte: Ein Ueberblick. Von Hans von Schubert. 
Tubingen und Leipzig: Mohr (Siebeck), 1904. 304 pages. M. 4. 

* L'Ajrique chrUienne. Par Dom H. Leclercq. Paris: Lecoffre. xHv+435-t- 
380 pages. Fr. 7. 

3 Le Ckristianisme dans V Empire Perse. Par J. Labour!. Paris: Lecoffre. 
372 pages. Fr. 3.50. 
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even published. Out of these documents the author has, so to say, reclaimed 
for modern readers the history of the ancient Persian church. 

Those who desire an exact acquaintance with the faith of the Greek 
oriental church may find all the documents essential to their purpose in a 
single volume 4 by Michalcescu, of Bucharest. He gives us first the doc- 
trinal decisions of the seven councils which the Greek church regards as 
ecumenical and authoritative. Then follow the four famous treatises in 
which these creeds are worked over into the forms of systematic theology, 
and given a philosophical interpretation, beginning with Gennadius, 
bishop of Constantinople from 1453 to 1459, and closing with Metro- 
phanes, who became patriarch of Alexandria in 1630. Metrophanes 
studied at the Protestant universities of Germany, and his work shows 
some slight departures from ordinary Greek theology. The other treatises 
are held as authoritative by the Greek church ; his is not. Following these 
treatises we have liturgical extracts, such as prayers and hymns, to show 
how the Greek faith is expressed in worship. Thus the book contains a 
somewhat complete apparatus for a knowledge of the Greek oriental 
theology. Hauck contributes to it a brief introduction, in which he expresses 
his gratification that at length a place in our literature vacant until now 
is so worthily filled by this book. 

Of all the papal decretals which is the most ancient ? And what light 
does it cast upon the condition of the church at the time from which it 
comes to us? These questions are considered by Babut s in a thesis 
presented to the Faculty of Letters of the University of Paris. The decretal 
had been already examined by several critics. Babut differs from his 
predecessors in assigning it to a quite early date. He attributes it to the 
reign of Pope Damasus, and to a period near the year 374. It is impor- 
tant to those who study the development of discipline in the church. Babut 
gives us a learned introduction to its contents, a discussion of the manu- 
scripts containing it, and the text resulting from a critical collation of them. 

A much more important book by the same author has the Council of 
Turin 6 for its subject. It is based upon a letter of the council to the 

4 Die BekentUnisse und die wichtigsten Glaubenszeugnisse der griechisch-orienta- 
lischen Kirche im Originattext, nebst einleitenden Bemerkungen. Von Jon Michalcescu, 
Lizentiaten der gr.-or. Theologie (Universitat Bukarest). Eingefuhrt von Albert 
Hauck. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1904. 317 pages. Paper, M. 5; cloth, M. 6. 

s La plus ancienne decrStale. Par E. Ch. Babut. Paris: Societe. Nouvelle de 
Librarie et d'Edition, 1904. 90 pages. 

6 Le Concile de Turin: Essai sur I'histoire des Metises provencales au V siecle et 
sur les origines de la monarchie ecclesiastique romaine (417-450). Par E. Ch. Babut. 
Paris: Picard et Fils, 1904. xi + 313 pages. 
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churches of Gaul, the manuscipt original of which has no date. Babut 
has established a probable date, and has thus made clearer a period of 
French church history hitherto obscure. At the beginning of the fifth 
century the bishops of the French church were largely independent of the 
papacy. When Pope Zosimus undertook to govern them as a sovereign, 
they resisted. The Council of Turin was called to heal the breach, and 
succeeded in doing so in a certain measure. Twenty-eight years after- 
ward Leo the Great repeated the attempt to govern the French church as 
its rightful lord, and met with the same resistance. Thereupon he called 
to his aid the emperor, Valentinian III, and the French bishops yielded 
to a threat of civil penalties. In this manner the papacy got itself fully 
established in France, though the French bishops have always been 
relatively independent in spirit, and have given the popes much anxiety 
and trouble. Babut merits our hearty thanks for this addition to our 
knowledge of early French ecclesiastical history. 

THE REFORMATION PERIOD AND AFTER 

It is surprising and most gratifying to receive from an American author, 
an instructor in an American theological seminary, such a study of the 
bigamy of Philipp of Hesse 7 as Mr. Rockwell gives us. If we should find 
any fault at all with it, we might say that it is too exhaustive. It cites all 
the books on the subject ever written. It lays before us all the extant 
manuscript evidences. It pours out a flood of footnotes and appendixes 
in which the text is sometimes lost from sight. It closes with elaborate 
indexes. Hereafter those who wish to become thoroughly acquainted 
with the case will find all that they need assembled in this volume. The 
case, however, has lost its importance. It created a greater uproar than 
any other marriage which ever took place, and played a somewhat conspicu- 
ous and unsavory part in the German Reformation. It threatened to 
commit the Lutheran church to a tolerant attitude toward polygamy. But, 
in fact, it did the exact opposite, and led the entire Protestant world to 
perceive that monogamy is based authoritatively on the declaration of 
Christ that "they twain shall be one flesh." Perhaps the most interesting 
and helpful part of Mr. Rockwell's book is the third, in which he brings 
together the opinions of both the Catholics and the Protestants of the 
period of the Reformation concerning polygamy. 

Caroli was a Frenchman who was placed at the head of the Reformed 
church of Lausanne in 1536. Soon afterward he accused Calvin of Arian- 

1 Die Doppelehe des Landgrafen Philipp von Hessen. Von William Walker 
Rockwell, Instruktor der Theologie in Andover, Massachusetts. Marburg: Elwert, 
1904. sx +374 pages. 
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ism. A controversy arose between the two, and troubled Calvin for ten 
years. Bahler traces its course, 8 working from the original sources, which 
have long been in print. He tries to write without prejudice, but his 
antipathy to Calvin is so great that it is difficult for him to preserve a judicial 
temper. He suggests that Calvin may have been led to his implacable 
hostility to Servetus, in part at least, by his desire to clear himself from 
the last shadows of suspicion that his views with reference to the Trinity 
were not sound. He tells us that Servetus and Calvin have completely 
changed places: Servetus, the thinker rejected by the contemporary world, 
has received a perfect rehabilitation from the after- world, while the fame 
of his victorious opponent has gone down in darkness. This is news 
indeed. It had not seemed to us that many persons admire Servetus, 
and we had supposed that the power of Calvin over human thought and 
conduct was greater than ever. However, notwithstanding his prejudices, 
Bahler writes an agreeable and instructive narrative. It will be especially 
welcome to those who wish to know more of Caroli, as it brings together 
in a moderate compass all that is known about him. 

Before us are three or four unpretentious works treating of church 
affairs in the troublous times of the Stuarts. The first 9 is by a devoted 
son of the Church of England, who, in four lectures, describes the perils 
by which that church was beset in the reigns of Elizabeth, James I, and 
Charles I. He does not hide from his eyes the follies and sins of these 
sovereigns, nor, on the other hand, is he unmindful of their loyalty to the 
Anglican church. Bad as these rulers were, they never abetted the machi- 
nations of the Jesuits, the Puritans, or the Independents. These parties 
were intent on ecclesiastical revolution, and at last brought about the 
downfall of episcopacy and monarchy, but the faithful ones were loyal 
to the historic religion, and rallied to the standard of Charles because 
he was "the defender of the English church and of the Book of Common 
Prayer." 

In writing of this period let a Papist or a Presbyterian hold the pen, 
and we should have another story. For example, here is a small volume 
on the Westminster Assembly in which, by way of introduction, the Puritan 
side of that great struggle is duly praised, and the Anglican church is seen 
to be in league with ecclesiastical bigotry and political despotism. This, 

8 Petrus Caroli und Johannes Calvin: Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte und Kultur der 
Reformationszeit. Von Eduard Bahler. Thierachern bei Thun, 1904. 126 pages. 

9 English Church History from the Death oj Archbishop Parker to the Death of 
Charles I. By Alfred Plummer. Edinburgh: Clark; New York: Scribner. x + 
179 pages. $1, net. 
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however, is incidental. Coming to the main matter, we may say that 
accounts of the assembly are usually so overloaded with details that clear- 
ness is sacrificed and the reader's patience is exhausted. It is a pleasure 
to read a short history like this by Beveridge, 10 in which the calling, the 
personnel, and proceedings of the assembly are concisely related. All 
that one needs to know of the events leading up to the assembly, of its 
organization, of the Solemn League and Covenant, of the discussions on 
church government, and of the construction of the Directory, the Con- 
fession, and the Catechisms, is here told in few and plain words. 

In "Literary Lives," edited by Dr. W. R. Nicoll, John Bunyan, a victim 
of the tyranny of a later Stuart, is assigned to W. H. White." Little stress 
is laid on the biography, the chief object being to follow the thread of 
thought in Bunyan's principal works, such as Grace Abounding, The 
Pilgrim's Progress, Life and Death 0} Mr. Badman, and the Holy War. 
The author foregoes all attempts at interpretation, but indulges here and 
there in doctrinal and literary criticism. If the reader would spend the 
amount of time required to read this book in the careful perusal of any one 
of Bunyan's great pieces, he would probably catch more of the spirit of 
the Bedford Dreamer, and gain a clearer and higher conception of his 
genius, than these pages by Mr. White are able to furnish. 

The latest life of John Knox 12 is by Professor Stalker. The form in 
which the subject is treated is unique and admirable. The work is in 
three parts. In the first all the biographical material is presented. In 
the second the ideas of Knox are systematically arranged, as these ideas 
find expression in his books, in his religious convictions, and in his political 
opinions. In the third his ideals are set forth, as these are exhibited in 
the three great ecclesiastical documents of which he was the chief author, 
viz., the Confession of Faith, the Book of Common Order, and the Book 
of Discipline. Quotations from the writings of Knox are extended enough 
to give the reader a real acquaintance with the literary style, the broad 
statesmanship, and the reforming spirit of this truly wonderful man. 
Judged by modern standards, he was far from perfect, and his serious 
defects Dr. Stalker is not slow to see; but all in all he stands forth Scot- 
land's greatest religious genius and foremost religious reformer. 

10 A Short History oj the Westminster Assembly. By W. Beveridge. Edinburgh: 
Clark; New York: Scribner. xviii + 165 pages. $1, net. 

11 John Bunyan. By W. Hale White. New York: Scribner. 222 pages. $1, net. 

11 John Knox: His Ideas and Ideals. By James Stalker. New York: Armstrong; 
London: Hodder & Stoughton. viii + 250 pages. $1, net. 
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ITALY 

The output of books pertaining to Italy during the past year has been 
considerable in quantity and excellent in quality. First comes a general 
treatise by Professor Deecke. 13 This book aims to be a popular account 
of Italy, with its people and its institutions, including Malta and Sardinia. 
It is popular in the very best sense of the word. In the first place, it is 
comprehensive. It includes boundaries, geology, climate, hydrography, 
.plants and animals, population, history, products, commerce, political 
institutions, church and public worship, art, language, and science, and 
topography. It also includes thirty plates and maps very finely executed, 
and eighty-one illustrations in the text. It contains full statistical tables 
at the close of almost every important section, and an excellent index 
making its use for reference almost as easy as possible. In the second place, 
it is compact. All this material is put upon 485 pages 6^ X 10 inches in 
dimensions. One's first impression may be that the treatment is meager, 
but this is hot so; the work is simply a marvel of condensation. In the 
third place, the book is exceedingly readable; and this contradicts the 
natural expectation that it is dry as dust. The only adverse criticism we 
have is that the statistics are not quite up to the present, and the reader 
will want constantly to refer to later tables. But in other respects we do 
not know of another book on Italy at once so comprehensive, so accurate, 
and so interesting. 

We notice that the interest in Dante does not flag, and so we have to 
mention a translation of the De Monarchic 1 * of Dante. This work is 
important from many points of view. It expresses the aspirations of a 
great soul for peace. Peace could come only through unity, and unity 
was empire, and empire should be in the Roman people under the leader- 
ship of Henry of Luxemburg. This piece is, moreover, one of the three 
constituent conceptions which combined in the Divine Comedy. The 
message of De Monarchia was political, that of Convito was philosophical, 
while that of Vita Nuova was religious. Dante was fully conscious of 
his message to his fellow-men. Far too often the man with a message is 
a great bore, and a weariness to the flesh; but not so Dante. His De 
Monarchia, his Convito, his Vita Nuova, and most of all his Commedia 
are among the abiding forces that man will use in his incessant struggle 

!3 Italy. By W. Deecke. Translated by H. H. Nesbitt. London: Swan, 
Sonnenschein & Co.; New York: Macmillan, 1904. 485 pages. 

14 The De Monarchia of Dante Alighieri. Edited, with Translations and Notes, 
by Aurelia Henry. Boston and New York: Houghton, Mifflin & Co.; Cambridge: 
The Riverside Press, 1904. 216 pages. $1.25, net. 
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for freedom. It is accordingly with peculiar gratitude that we call attention 
to this excellent translation of one of the masterpieces of mediaeval thought 
— the work of a genius and a patriot who concerns himself "in laboring 
for posterity in order that future generations may be enriched." 

This translation of the De Monarchia is accompanied by a translation 
of the Inferno. 15 We believe that Professor Vincent is correct in his con- 
tention that the study of Dante should have a place in the curriculum of 
every theological seminary, and that this place should be in the department 
of church history. This is true because of the central position that Dante 
occupies in the thought and activities of the Middle Ages — or the tran- 
sitional ages, as we begin to think of diem now — and because this fact 
is so prominent at present in the minds of leading mediaeval students. 
This is the author's justification for a new translation of the Divine Comedy. 
He does not attempt a smooth English translation. This he does not 
think is possible. He rather attempts a literal translation in blank verse; 
and in general he seems to have been fairly successful. The student is 
led without useless ornamentation directly to the poet's conception; and 
this is what most students want. The notes on the text occupy 118 pages, 
and will be extremely helpful to most readers who have neither the time 
nor the facilities for getting the general information which is necessary 
to any understanding of the Commedia. We shall await with interest the 
succeeding volumes. 

We are glad also to call attention to another book that will facilitate 
the study of the great master. The serious student of Dante is over- 
whelmed with material. The beginner is lost in the labyrinth. He does 
not know where to begin or how to advance. He needs an intelligent guide 
to point out the central sources of information, and direct him to what is 
at least representative in these sources. Such a guide will, we believe, be 
found in Mr. Dinsmore's Aids to the Study 0} Dante. 16 Its selections 
are made from such original sources as Boccaccio, Villani, and Bruni, and 
from such secondary sources as Dean Church, Charles Eliot Norton, Dr. 
Moore, and Adolph Gaspary. The work is an admirable companion to 
the author's previous work on The Teachings of Dante. 

As a fitting sequel to the above books comes Mr. Everett's book on 
The Italian Poets since Dante. 1 ? The key to this work will probably be 

j s The Divine Comedy of Dante: The Inferno. A Translation and Commentary. 
By Marvin R. Vincent. New York: Scribner, 1904. 305 pages. $1.50. 

16 Aids to the Study of Dante. By Charles Allen Dinsmore. Boston: Houghton, 
Mifflin & Co., 1903. 485 pages. $1.50, net. 

•» The Italian Poets since Dante. Accompanied by Verse Translations. By 
William Everett. New York: Scribner, 1904. 251 pages. $1.50, net. 



380 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

found in the Preface, page x, where the author says: "If the views appear 
mistaken, or their presentation dubious, they are yet the result of reading 
the authors, of which there is now far too little, and not of studying [italics 
in both cases ours] them, of which there is now far too much." He does 
not set out to* find any Tendenz or Zeitgeist in the poems whether or no. 
He proposes to throw off all the trammels of personal equation and go 
where the authors lead him. Moreover, he brings to his task an extensive 
preparation in general literature. Leaving out of account a certain over- 
confidence here and there, and certain extravagant statements, the reviewer 
finds himself in sympathy with Mr. Everett's whole method of treatment; 
and a general acceptance of the spirit of this book would be an indication 
that the pendulum is about to swing back toward the methods of fifty or 
sixty years ago. But, notwithstanding the author's disavowal of Tendenz, 
he frequently reads it out of his poem, but never into it. From what has 
been said, the reader may safely anticipate an animated and fascinating 
interpretation of The Italian Poets since Dante. There are eighteen of 
them in Mr. Everett's collection. Among them are Petrarch, Pulci, Ariosto, 
Tasso, Marino, Goldoni, Alfieri, and Leopardi. But the reviewer cannot 
cease to regret in a book of such value the abusive personality on p. xi 
of the Preface, where the author speaks of "Boyd's contemptible version 
of Petrarch's Trionfi." This comes as a hard blow where it is least expected. 

But good work has likewise been done in Italian matters of the fifteenth 
and early sixteenth centuries. We refer especially to Dr. Schnitzler's 
work on Savonarola 18 in the "Munich Church History Seminar." No. 2 
of this series deals with Savonarola and the fire test. It is a critical inves- 
tigation into the sources. The purpose is to give due weight to all sides 
of the subject. Consequently, the author begins with a consideration of 
the antecedent history of the case, and follows it up with the depositions 
of his friends, his enemies, and the neutrals. From all this he determines 
the present status of the case and seeks new light on this obscure subject. 
To Savonarola's enemies he is constrained to attribute atrocious wicked- 
ness and baseness. In No. 3 Dr. Schnitzler takes up one of Savonarola's 
opponents, Bartolomeo Cerretani; not because he was a great man — 
which he certainly was not — but because of the general testimony that he 
gives concerning others. The investigation turns out to be exceedingly 
profitable. The entire series will require the careful attention of all 
students of Savonarola's life and times. 

Last, but not least, in this collection comes a new study of the Florentine 

18 Quellen und Forschungen zur Geschichte Savonarolas, II und III. Von Joseph 
Schnitzler. Munchen: Lentner, 1904. 174+lx+no pages. M. 3.80. 
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historian and political writer. Machiavelli 19 will perhaps always be a 
riddle to students of ethics and politics. But, at all events, there is in these 
days a disposition to do him justice. It is certainly unfair to judge him by 
The Prince alone, because many passages in the Discourses on Livy, the 
Art oj War, and his Correspondence directly contradict the impression one 
gets from reading The Prince. In The Prince he was dealing with one 
particular situation in one particular age — his own age; and this treatise 
was written to meet that particular exigency. It does not appear that 
he had any thought of writing on general political science. He was in 
line with patriots who had gone before in seeking unity and peace by 
word or by deed, and with other patriots who came after and at last realized 
Italian unity and freedom. Notably he was influenced by Dante's intel- 
lectual and political conceptions, and especially by the De Monorchia. 
His mind was strenuously centered in the accomplishment of a great and 
worthy end. Moral considerations found no place in his mind, and he 
did not dream that this omission would be a ground of offense. He found 
a prince in the flesh in Caesar Borgia, and a portrait of the Roman people 
in the Swiss soldiers; and, completely absorbed as he was in this one 
purpose, he fell in with the ordinary rules of conduct observed by the aver- 
age men about him. Mr. Dyer, from a fresh study of the sources, and 
with such aid as he could get from accomplished Machiavellian students — 
as Villari and Burd — has given us a valuable little volume in three chap- 
ters: "The Prince and Caesar Borgia," "Machiavelli's Use of History," 
and "Machiavelli's Idea of Morals." 

THE AMERICAN CHURCHES 

Very great interest has recently been shown in the origin and history 
of the Methodists on account of the occurrence of the second centennial 
of the birth of John Wesley, the founder of Methodism. The celebration 
of this event has been marked by the appearance of many new volumes on 
the life and work of Wesley (see this Journal for January 1904, p. 211), 
and of new editions of old volumes. To the list of new volumes belongs 
The Methodists 20 by Professor Faulkner. The work is concerned prin- 
cipally with the development of the Methodists in America. The history 
of the Methodists is always a thrilling story of struggle, sacrifice, and 
conquest. This volume is written by one who possesses fine literary taste, 
the impartial historic spirit, and command of all the sources of information 

'» Machiavelli and the Modern State. By Louis Dyer. Boston: Ginn; London: 
The Atheneum Press, 1904. 163 pages. 

'"The Methodists. ("The Story of the Churches" series.) By John Alfred 
Faulkner, New York: Baker & Taylor, 1903. 264 pages. $1. 
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on the subject. It gives in concise and clear form the information most 
people interested in the history of Methodism would seek concerning the 
origin and development of the body. 

A Constitutional History oj American Episcopal Methodism" by John J. 
Tigert, is a revised and enlarged edition of a well-known and authoritative 
work. Its title indicates the phase of Methodist development which it covers. 
Methodism has always given large attention to organization, has believed 
in its efficiency, and has succeeded measurably by reason of it. The study 
of such a work as that of Professor Faulkner makes clear that the Metho- 
dist church has succeeded by reason of three things: evangelical doctrine, 
lay itinerant ministry, and organization. Dr. Tigert has made an exhaust- 
ive and careful study of the organic side of Methodism, and presents the 
results in this volume. 

Congregationalism always offers an interesting field of study to the 
student of American church history. Its connection with the founding 
of New England commonwealths, and its signal influence upon American 
religious life through all the history of American Christianity, assign it a 
place of first importance. Leonard Woolsey Bacon has long been recog- 
nized as an appreciative and authoritative student of American religious 
life through the publication of his History oj American Christianity a few 
years ago. A new volume from his pen on The Congregationalists 22 takes 
a worthy place beside his previous volume. Dr. Bacon has a great theme 
and has brilliantly executed its treatment. It is written by one who knows 
familiarly the story of Congregationalism, and rather takes for granted 
on the part of the reader an intimate knowledge of the history. To one 
who knows little or nothing of its history this volume would not be as inform- 
ing as one written with a more purely didactic purpose. 

Two other recent works belong to the history of Congregationalism: 
The Great Awakening,' 3 by F. L. Chapell, a series of lectures delivered 
before the Baptist Church of Evanston, 111., is a well-written and appre- 
ciative study of the part played in that movement by John Wesley, Jonathan 
Edwards, Gilbert Tennant, George Whitfield, and James Davenport; 
The Edwards Bicentenary 2 * contains the addresses and exercises in com- 

21 Constitutional History of American Episcopal Methodism. By John J. Tigert. 
Nashville, Tenn.: Smith & Lamar, 1904. 626 pages. $2. 

" The Congregationalists. By Leonard W. Bacon. (" The Story of the Churches" 
series.) New York: Baker & Taylor, 1904. 280 pages. $1. 

23 The Great Awakening. By F. L. Chapell. Philadelphia: American Baptist 
Publication Society, 1903. 144 pages. 

2 * The Edwards Bicentenary at Andover. By J. W. Platner and others. Andover, 
Mass.: The Andover Press, 1904. 126 pages; appendices, 65 pages. 
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memoration of the two-hundredth anniversary of the birth of Jonathan 
Edwards, held at Andover Theological Seminary, October 4 and 5, 1903. 
The addresses are upon phases of Edwards' thought and influence, by 
Professors J. W. Platner, J. E. Woodbridge, E. C. Smith, James Orr, and 
a poem by President S. V. Cole. It is a valuable contribution to the 
Edwardsian literature. 

Two denominations have historically given special attention to the 
cultivation of the church-covenant idea, the Congregationalists and the 
Baptists. Champlin Burrage has made a careful collection of these 
covenants, with comments, and has traced their origin and development, 
from their earliest appearance to the present time, in a volume entitled 
The Church Covenant Idea. 25 The work is the result of patient and 
thoroughgoing research conducted in the libraries of America and England. 
The covenant has little or no place in modern church usage; consequently 
the work will have small interest to any but students in that special field. 
It is a splended specimen of scholarly method and interest. 

The History oj the Baptists in Maine, 26 by H. S. Burrage, by reason 
of its fulness and detail, its clear organization of material and literary 
style, and its recourse to the original sources, leaves little to be desired by 
persons interested in the Baptist history of the state of Maine. It will 
not be of wide interest to persons even of the Baptist denomination outside 
of Maine. Such investigations of local religious history as Dr. Burrage 
has conducted are indispensable to the historian of the larger movement. 

The Episcopalians, ^ by Daniel Dulany Addison, is the work of a 
fair-minded student of the denomination's history, and is written with 
more than average literary power. It is conciliatory and appreciative of 
the best elements of the religious life and character of Episcopalianism, 
as such a work ought to be, and presents the system in its most inviting 
aspects. Too much space is given to the history of the body in England, 
which leaves little space for the treatment of the movement in America. 
This is due to the desire of Episcopalian historians to present the denomi- 
nation in an unbroken continuity from the earliest Christian history in 
England to the present time. The essential facts relative to the origin and 
growth of the body are to be found in this volume in an interesting nar- 
rative. 

2 5 The Church Covenant Idea. By Champlin Burrage. Philadelphia: American 
Baptist Publication Society, 1904. 230 pages. 

36 History of the Baptists in Maine. By Henry S. Burrage. Portland, Maine 1 
Marks Printing House, 1904. 497 pages. $2. 

w The Episcopalians. By D. D. Addison. ("The Story of the Churches" series.) 
New York: Baker & Taylor, 1904. 252 pages. $1. 



384 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

MISCELLANEOUS 

In Vies des saints 28 one can see how far the Catholic church is ready 
to go in the acceptance of ecclesiastical miracles. This volume forms the 
beginning of a Vie complete des saints, and declares on the title-page that 
it is written with the purpose not to "cut out the miracles with which it 
has pleased God to glorify his servants." Such a string of stupid and 
ridiculous performances it would be difficult to duplicate. 

Quelques motifs d'espirer' 9 is a collection of miscellaneous essays, in each 
of which a note of hopefulness and encouragement is sounded. In many 
respects the Roman church in France is in a bad way, and to doubting 
minds the outlook is inauspicious; but there is a brighter side, to which 
these pages call attention. Notwithstanding discouragements, there are 
numerous favorable indications, which ought to lift the true-hearted Catho- 
lic above all despair. 

If someone would render L' Am£ricanisme io into English, many Protes- 
tants would become acquainted for the first time with the party divisions 
which exist among Catholics both in America and France. As among 
Protestants there are the conservatives and the progressives, precisely so 
among Catholics there is a strong party pledged to mediaevalism and a 
party strongly influenced by the modern spirit. Gibbons, Ireland, and 
Spaulding are representatives of Catholic liberalism who have had a deal 
of trouble with old-school prelates, which trouble has caused the pope no 
end of vexation. To this new democratic liberal spirit and movement has 
been given the significant name "Americanism." As yet the movement 
has seriously affected only the United States and France, but with increasing 
enlightenment it will spread to other countries also. 

In other numbers of this Journal we have noticed from year to year 
Annuaire pontifical catholique. 31 Those for the seventh and eighth years, 
1904 and 1905, have now appeared. It is a most valuable yearbook of 
the Catholic world. The number for 1904 is of special interest, since it 
summarizes the pontificate of Leo XIII, the personnel and meetings 
of the conclave of 1903, and the inauguration of the new pontiff, 
PiusX. 

We have before us an interesting and beautiful monograph, which is 

28 Vies des saints. Paris: Feron-Vrau. 

2 9 Quelques motifs d'esperer. Par Felix Klein. Paris: Lecoffre. x+ 296 pages. 

3° L'AmSricanisme. Par Albert Houtin. Paris: Nourry. vii + 494 pages. 

31 Annuaire pontifical catholique. Par Albert Ballandier. Paris: Maison de la 
Bonne Presse, 1904, 1905. 639 pages. Fr. 4.10. 
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not simply a reproduction of what the author has said on Lausanne 33 in 
the second volume of his life of Calvin, but is to be regarded as a second 
edition improved and enlarged. 

Feret's book on the theological faculty of Paris 33 in the seventeenth 
century is a volume of 520 pages. Among the important subjects that it 
discusses are Jansenism (1640-53), Gallicanism before the Declaration of 
1682, and Aristotelianism and Cartesianism. 

The Greek church in Russia is afflicted with a thousand and one sects, 
most of them the offspring of ignorance and superstition, and many of them 
concealing themselves in her own communion. One of these sects is brought 
before us in an important book by Grass, 34 which will find a reception all 
the warmer for the prevalent interest in Russian subjects, and especially 
in the religious condition of the Russian empire. The men of the Skopzen 
practice self-mutilation in order to be numbered with "the hundred and 
forty and four thousand" pictured in Rev. 14:4. The founder of the 
sect was Seliwanow, a peasant who could not write, and probably could 
not read. No one knows how numerous the Scopzen are. The govern- 
ment has very properly sought to supress them, yet they do not cease 
to propagate their views and to gain adherents. Their writings were 
kept secret among them till discovered by the police on some of them who 
were arrested. These writings are now for the first time translated from 
the Russian into another language. 

The exact location of Corea 35 is now perfectly understood by all intel- 
ligent readers. It has an area of about 90,000 square miles. Nobody 
knows exactly who the Coreans are, because they are a blending of many 
northeast Asiatic races, and, strangely enough, their characteristic type 
often resembles the Semitic. The population of Corea is variously estim- 
ated, but it is probably not far from 12,000,000. Politically, Corea has 
gone through the usual stages of development. Starting without organi- 
zation, she passed through feudalism, organized society in a larger sense, 

33 Lausanne au temps de la Rijormation: Avec une introduction sur Pierre Viret 
el Orbe, el un appendice sur les deux premiers imprimateurs proteslants de Lausanne. 
Par Emile Doumergue. Lausanne: Bridel, 1903. 64 pages. Fr. 1.50. 

33 La Faculty de thgologie de Paris el ses docteurs Us plus cSlibres. Par P. Feret. 
"Epoque moderne." Tome troisieme: "XVII e siecle; phases historiques." Paris: 
Picard, 1904. 520 pages. 

34 Die geheime heilige Schrift der Skopzen (Russische Selbstverstummler): Leidens- 
geschichte und Episteln des Skofzen-ErlSsers. Kritische Ausgabe auf Grund der 
russischen Drucke in deutscher Ubersetzung. Von Karl Konrad Grass, Privatdozent 
in Dorpat. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1904. iv + 77 pages. M. 1.50. 

35 Corea: The Hermit Nation. By William Elliot Griffis. Seventh edition, 
revised and enlarged. New York: Scribner, 1904. 502 pages. 
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centralization, to an empire. Socially, we notice first the family. Woman 
has no moral existence; she has no name; she is so-and-so's daughter, 
so-and-so's wife, so-and-so's mother; she works in the field, and eats what 
is left after the men are through. Yet a certain respect is shown her. 
She is addressed in dignified language. Her apartments are inviolate 
even to the officers of the law. Men step aside to allow her to pass. Adop- 
tion is common on account of the ancestral worship. If only a daughter 
is born, she is married to an adopted son, who becomes the head of the 
family. Primogeniture is the rule. The family is not, as with us, the 
unit, but a fragment of a clan. The Coreans are voracious eaters. Unlike 
the Japanese, they eat much meat and fat. Fish is often eaten raw from 
the tail to the head. Dog meat is a great favorite. All kinds of condi- 
ments, such as pepper and vinegar, are extensively used; and, strangely 
enough, situated as they are between China and Japan, the common 
people scarcely know the taste of tea. The ancient religion of Corea 
was Shamanism — a kind of Nature- worship, mountains, rivers, etc. 
The air was supposed to be peopled with spirits. This religion still pre- 
vails among the lower classes. Buddhism came in about the fourth century, 
and among the higher classes prevailed until the fifteenth century. Then 
came Confucianism, which still has a very large influence. The religion 
of Corea, then, is variegated. The fact that Buddhism and Confucianism 
are found in Corea would seem to indicate a considerable degree of culture, 
but this culture is confined to the upper classes. The great masses are in 
gross ignorance and superstition. Corea has been called the "Hermit 
Nation." She was one of the last to come out and become a part of general 
history. The accounts of the early attempts to reach her are thrilling 
enough. The motive was nearly always commercial. In 1784 Christianity 
was introduced in its Roman form, with its two fatal weaknesses — the 
ecclesiastical supremacy of the pope and the claim to temporal sovereignty. 
Through the latter, Christianity came to mean to the Coreans treason and 
robbery, and converts were regarded as traitors. The earliest American 
connections with the "Hermit Nation" are not at all to our credit. Various 
Protestant denominations have made feeble beginnings in Corea, but 
comparatively little has been accomplished as yet. The relations of Russia 
and Japan to this nation are discussed in a concluding chapter. Dr. 
Griffis has rendered a real service in putting so much material on so living 
a subject within the reach of English readers. 
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